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GUILLERMO GONZALEZ CAMARENA

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to see your favorite television shows in black
and white? Yes that’s right no pretty rojos, to Guillermo Gonzalez Camarena a Mexican
engineer born in Guadalajara, Mexico in February 1917. With only scrap materials he
purchased from flea markets he was able to build his first black and white television camera.
Camarena later developed a color television transmission system. On February 8, 1963 he
made the first publicly announced color broadcast in Mexico. So let us all put our television
on pause to thank Guillermo Gonzalez Camarena for the beautiful colores we see on our
television sets today.

1 , 2, 3 Strikes you’re out at the old ball game. That’s

MARIANO RIVERA

how the song goes and farewell to a long time New
York Yankee pitcher. Can you guess? It’s Mariano
Rivera. Mariano will be calling it quits this year but not
before have an amazing career. He is a 13 time All-Star
and five-time World Series champion. He holds the
Major League Baseball leader in saves. It wasn’t all great
for Mariano. He grew up poor living in Panama. For
baseball games, he substituted milk cartons for gloves
and tree branches for bats, and he fashioned balls by
taping up wads of shredded fishing nets and beat-up
baseballs. Rivera didn’t have his first leather glove until
he was 12 years old. So next time you have some
peanuts and Cracker Jacks think of the best relief
pitcher the game has ever known, Mariano Rivera.

You may know her as J Lo or simply Jennifer
Lopez. Born on July 21, 1969, in the Bronx
to parents of Puerto Rican heritage, she is a
businesswoman, entertainer, and producer in
addition to helping multiple charities in her
spare time. Jennifer became the first Latina
actress to earn over $1 million for a movie
role. She was also the first person to have a
number one album and film in the same
week. Jennifer is regarded as the most
influential Hispanic performer in the United
States, as well as the highest-paid Latin
actress. After all of her fame and success,
she is still Jenny from the block!

JENNIFER LOPEZ

CHI-CHI RODRIGUEZ

“Foooooooore!” If you are on the golf course that’s
something you may hear. Speaking of golf, did you
know that Chi-Chi Rodriguez was a golfer from Puerto
Rico? The Rodriguez family was very poor. In order to
help his family, Rodriguez had many jobs. One of them
was working at a golf course where he fell in love with
the game. Rodríguez would take a branch from a guava
tree and turn it into a golf club. Using a metal can as a
"golf ball", he would practice what he had seen the
"real" golfers do, teaching himself how to play golf. As
an adult he won many tournaments. Now he spends his
time helping others. Rodriguez not only had a great
career but he always took time to help others along the
way. We are all “foooooore” helping others.

ANTONIO BANDERAS

We all love him as the voice of the boot-wearing cat
in Shrek. Yes it’s Puss and Boots; actually it’s Antonio
Banderas who does the voice for the animated
character. Antonio was born in Spain to a mother
who was a schoolteacher and a father who was a
police officer. He is one of Spain's most famous
faces. He originally was a soccer player until he broke
his foot at age 14 but now is an international film
star. Antonio is a film actor, film director, film
producer and singer. He has starred in such kids
movies as Spy Kids. Antonio’s believes that a person
can have many goals and dreams in life and because
of this, we can enjoy that wonderful Puss and Boots.
So boys and girls remember to dream, plan, and
achieve because you never know where it may lead!

Who was the first Latino player to win a World Series

ROBERTO CLEMENTE

as a starter, to receive an MVP Award, and to receive a
World Series MVP Award? Why it was the Puerto
Rican right fielder, Roberto Clemente. He was a
National League, Most Valuable Player once, All-Star
twelve times, batting champion four times, and Gold
Glove winner twelve times. In 1972, Clemente got his
3,000th major league hit. Clemente was involved in
charity work in Puerto Rico and Latin American
countries during the off seasons, often delivering
baseball equipment and food to those in need.
Roberto Clemente is in the National Baseball Hall of
Fame. Thank you, Roberto Clemente, for showing our
students of today that you can strive for excellence
while still helping others.

Hocus-pocus from our most beloved
wizard. Any thoughts? Why it is Selena
Gomez named after the famous Tejana
singer Selena. Selena Gomez acts, sings, and
dances. Her father is of Mexican ancestry.
Regarding her Hispanic heritage, Gomez
has stated, “My family does have
Quinceañeras.” Celebrating her Hispanic
culture, I think she should take a lead from
her title song “Come and Get It.” Selena
should “come” to Red Bank Primary School
and “get” a round of applause during
National Heritage Hispanic Month. What
do you think?

SELENA GOMEZ

Have you ever thought how quite a car ride
would be without music? Well thanks to
Latin pop star, Enrique Iglesias, we won’t
have to find out. Born in Madrid, Spain, he
is the son of singer Julio Iglesias. Enrique is
of Spanish ancestry and Filipino decent. He
is one of the best-selling Spanish language
artists of all time. Altogether, Iglesias has
had 70 number-one spots on the various
Billboard charts. Billboard has called him
The King of Latin Pop and The King of
Dance. So the next time you are in a car,
think of all those artist that make your ride
more enjoyable.

ENRIQUE IGLESIAS

Reaching for the stars was Ellen Ochoa’s

ELLEN OCHOA

dream. Ellen was the first Hispanic female
astronaut in space. Her first mission was on
April, 1993. Her mother believed strongly in
a good education. She was one of Ellen’s role
models growing up. Ellen’s favorite subjects
are math, science, reading, and music. She
actually got to play her flute in space. Ellen
speaks to students about the importance of a
good education. It is her goal to inspire
others as others have inspired her. According
to Ellen, education has helped her to go to
the “stars and beyond.”

You may have seen her in the movie Grown Ups
or heard her voice alongside Antonio Banderas
in the movie Puss in Boots, wherein she is the
voice of the character “Kitty Softpaws.” If you
haven’t guessed it yet, it’s the Mexican American
film actress, director, and producer Salma Hayek
Jiménez. Her first given name, Salma, is Arabic
for "safe". Selma was born in Veracruz, Mexico.
She is the daughter of an opera singer. In
addition to working on many film projects, her
charitable work includes increasing awareness on
the topic of discrimination against immigrants.
Thank you, Salma Hayek, for being a leader and
standing up for the rights of others.

SELMA HAYEK

In Spanish soccer is called football. A bit
confusing, but not for Edson Arantes do
Nascimento also known as Pelé. Born in Brazil,
Pelé is regarded as the best player of all time. He is
the most successful league goal scorer in the
world, with 541 league goals. In total Pelé scored
1281 goals in 1363 games. In his native Brazil, Pelé
is hailed as a national hero. Pelé grew up in
poverty. He earned extra money by working in tea
shops as a servant. Taught to play by his father, he
could not afford a proper football and usually
played with either a sock stuffed with newspaper,
tied with a string or a grapefruit. So next time you
think of reaching for that video game think about
kicking around a sock, you just might be the next
Pelé.

PELÉ

SOFIA VEGARA

Do you feel sometimes that those zany and funny
things that happen in your own family can be on a
television show, like on the show Modern Family?
Well, the talented Sofía Vergara who plays Gloria
on Modern Family gets the chance every week to
do just that. Born in Colombia, Sofía got her
acting star as a television personality in the late
1990s. She has starred in several movies and has
voiced the role of Carmen in Happy Feet 2 and
landed a part in The Smurfs. Growing up, she
attended a bilingual Spanish/English school. She
studied pre-dentistry for three years but after much
thought decided to pursue modeling and acting
instead. Sofía teaches us that you can have more
than one talent but overall, to always pursue your
dreams.

Imagine speaking in five languages or at least being
able to sing in those languages. Thalía, the Mexican
singer, songwriter, published author, actress and
businesswoman, has sung in Spanish, English,
Portuguese, French, and Tagalog. Wow! She is
recognized as the most successful female solo
Mexican artist internationally. She has sold over 40
million records worldwide as a solo artist, being
considered as one of the best selling Latin
musicians of all time. Thalía has also had a career
in acting, as she starred in a variety of soap operas.
She dedicates much of her time to various projects
including charities that focuses on the well being
of children. Thanks to Thalía, we recognize that
language isn’t to be seen as a roadblock but a way
to communicate with the world.

THALIA

Music is everywhere around us. But have you ever
thought how sounds are blended together to
create new types of music? One great guitarist
named Carlos Santana did such a thing. He
learned to play the violin at age five, and the
guitar at age eight. Carlos, a Mexican and
American musician, began a mix of rock and
Latin American music. The band's sound featured
Latin and African rhythms featuring percussion
instruments such as timbales and congas not
generally heard in rock music. Rolling Stone
magazine listed Santana at number 20 on their list
of the 100 Greatest Guitarists of All Time. He
has won 10 Grammy Awards and three Latin
Grammy Awards. We can all learn a lesson from
Carlos, if something doesn’t exist it is just
something waiting to be invented by you.

CARLOS SANTANA

Sometimes it’s hard to do the right thing, however,
singer and actor Marc Anthony works towards this
goal. In spite of all of his awards and success Marc
strives to help others, especially children. As a young
talent, he belted out songs in his family's Spanish
Harlem kitchen. Marc Anthony is of Puerto Rican
descent. He was born in New York City and grew up
in East Harlem, also known as Spanish Harlem and
El Barrio. His father was a hospital lunchroom
worker. The Maestro Cares Foundation was started
by Marc Anthony in order to improve the quality of
life for orphaned children throughout Latin America.
The Foundation provides housing, classrooms,
health clinics, dining, and recreational facilities to
children in need. Let’s all follow in Marc Anthony’s
example, for it is cool to care about others!

MARC ANTHONY

