Optional Literacy Activities
Name Writing- Encourage your child to write his/her name for a purpose. For instance, writing his/her name on a picture to
show who made it, writing his/her name on a small piece of paper and putting it next to a structure he/she made out of play-doh
or Legos, and writing his/her name on birthday cards for friends and family members. Be sure to talk about the letters in your
child’s name.
Letter Hunt- Write each letter of your child’s name on a small piece of paper. Then, go on a letter hunt around the house or on
a walk outside. Each time your child finds a letter in his/her name, he/she “earns” the piece of paper with the matching letter.
Once your child collects all of the pieces of paper, have him/her put the pieces in order to spell out his/her name. Be sure to
have your child point to and say each letter once the name is all put together! For an extra challenge, try to find other letters
in the alphabet. Can you find all 26?
Secret Letters- Have your child sit facing away from you, and slowly draw a letter on his/her back with your fingertip. Have
your child guess the letter that you are making. Start with the letters in your child’s name … mix them up for an added
challenge! Next, try other letters. Let your child have a turn, too! Can you guess the letters that your child draws on your
back?
Name Graph- Find out how many letters are in each family member’s name by creating a graph (see below)! Once you have
added all of the names to the graph, write the total number of letters next to each person’s name. Who has the most letters?
Who has the least? Which letter appears the most in everyone’s name?

Name Hopscotch- Create a hopscotch board on the sidewalk or driveway. In each box, write a letter of your child’s name (be
sure to place the letters in order). Have your child jump from letter to letter, spelling out his/her name aloud. Next, try the
same activity using your child’s last name.
Water Writing- Using a paintbrush and a small container of water, have your child write his/her name on the sidewalk or a
chalkboard. Afterwards, ask your child to say the letters of his/her name aloud as he/she points to the letters. Next, have
your child practice writing his/her last name. For an added bonus, write other letters, and think of words together that start
with that letter/sound.
Name Toss- Write the letters of your child’s name on small pieces of paper. Then tape the pieces of paper to the wall. Using a
small, soft ball, call out a letter in your child’s name and have your child throw the ball at the matching letter. Start by saying
the letters in order. To challenge your child, call out the names of the letters out of order.
ABC Movement- Using the ABC Movement Chart on the next page, have your child spell out his/her name and do the activity
listed for each letter. Then, have your child spell out your name and do the activity for each letter. Whose name is longer?
Whose is shorter? Try out names for siblings and pets, too!

